
  

 

 

 

ü No club meeting his month due to the Banquet. 

ü Banquet will be held Sat 13 Mar 2010 with cocktail hour 

starting at 6 pm.  The venue this year will be the Panevino 

Ristorante located just off Sunset Rd on the South side of 

McCarran.  The address is 246 Via Antonio Ave, Las Vegas, NV 

89119.  Directions can also be found on their website 

at http://www.panevinolasvegas.com/Location.asp. 

ü N33923 has a new tail!!  The replacement fin and rudder has been installed on 

923 and it looks great.  The club owes a 

large debt of gratitude to Sky Sailing 

http://www.skysailing.com/ at Warner 

Springs CA for the loaner fin and rudder 

that kept us flying while we found, fixed, 

covered and painted a new tail. Rob Brandt 

will return the borrowed equipment with our deepest thanks. 

ü The first person to the field every day needs to plug in the golf 

cart so that it can be charging while we get ready.  It needs two hours to charge before it can be used. 

ü Contact Bill to see when Lex will be here to do annuals.  Lex will only be here a couple of days, with 

limited time. 

 

For those of you that missed flying on Sunday... what did you really miss?  A lot 

of flying fun and good... no GREAT!! Food. 

  

Although north winds gusted around the northern part of the Las Vegas Valley on 

Sunday after the light rains on Saturday. It was a warm and pleasant day at Jean!!!  Remember your training, 

best soaring conditions are 3 days after a frontal passage. We had that rain front pass through early afternoon 

on Saturday; some lingering showers late Saturday night. We woke up Sunday to bright sun shine and some 

gusty winds in the northern part of Las Vegas. Cooler air, warm ground and the sun is out, THERMALS!!!  

Checking the weather and NOTAMS, local airports in the valley were forecasting northerly winds all day, 

10G20 and the winds aloft forecast was northerly at 18 knots from 6,000 to 12,000MSL.  Maybe the north 

ridge would work? Maybe some of that wave that forms out over Jean Dry Lake from the ridge north of the 

lake? That lennie sure looks like fun if you could get to it.  The attached picture was taken from Craig and 

Jones shortly after 9am on Sunday. 

And what did I find when I got to Jean... why Soaring RV was making espresso and lattes!!By the time I could 

get to Jean the lennie was no longer visible, but there were indications of lift in the valley.  And the winds at 

Jean were southerly, light and warm. 

With north winds in Las Vegas and south winds at Jean, there was a shear line somewhere. Then higher clouds 

developed at about 10,000 ft and we could see lower clouds developing under them - Shear line - at about 

7000ft. Then they GREW!! 
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We welcome all 

members and 

visitors to check 

out our website at 

www.lvvsa.org 
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So, for part of the afternoon we had light south winds on the ground, but the clouds above were moving north 

to south. Wind Shear Lift?  

Then the lower cloud development gave hint to thermals, we 

could watch them form and grow! Then a low level wind picked 

up, the ridge was working, first the north side, then the west 

end, and then the southwest face, and with thermals out in the 

valley. Even a student learning to read the ridge and ridge 

lift  climbed 1800ft in less than 2 passes down the ridge!!!  

And then the food, BBQ Chicken (Picnic style), great sausages, 

Chili, Beef Stew, potato salad, and Cherry Cheese Cake!! 

I know I forgot something on the menu... I tried to behave 

myself and not sample everything... 

Remember, Jean is 20 miles from the city and in a different 

valley, what you experience in the city may not be what you find at Jean. It could be better. 

On another note, but speaking of food. Our Annual Club Spring Banquet is the 13th of March at Panavino on 

Sunset Blvd. Gus has done great work in setting this up and if you've never experienced Panavino, the food is 

great! Get your RSVP into the club or Gus soonest! 

Because of the Saturday night banquet, we will not be having our regular Saturday morning business meeting 

at Jean. We will be flying, and some of us leaving mid afternoon to get to the banquet. 

Bill  

 

FOO & Tow Pilot Schedule  

 
Last Updated: 2/28/10  

 

DAY  DATE  TOW  FOO  NOTES  

Sat  27 Feb  Dvorchak  Morse  
 

Sun  28 Feb  Gough  Brooksbank  
 

Sat  6 Mar  Blood  Theurer / McDaniel    

Sun  7 Mar  Jensen  Wynhoff    

Sat  13 Mar  Brandt  Wohlwill  
No Club Meeting -  Banquet 6 
pm Panevino  

Sun  14 Mar  Banos  Brooksbank  
 

Sat  20 Mar  Tisdale  Theurer / McDaniel  
 

Sun  21 Mar  Holden  Blood    

Sat  27 Mar  Dvorchak  Morse  
 

Sun  28 Mar  Gough  (???)  
 

 

Schedule 



Glider Flight Computer / OLC Logger on the CHEAP, 

provided by Jim Wynhoff 

A flight computer is a great aid for Cross Country flying.  In the past, it was 

quite expensive to put together a useful system.  Certified Flight Recorders 

(CFRS) were over $700.00.  Hand held GPS Units were cheaper, but still over 

$100.00. For those with a little more time than money, who want to log their flights (and post up on the OLC!) 

here is a rundown on how to build up a system. 

Major components:  PDA (my thoughts) 

I like the Bluetooth hookup because you donôt have to buy an expensive cable to connect it to the GPS unit.  

That also frees up the port for a Sync/Charge cable.  If you want to use a non-bluetooth connection, you will 

likely need to get pretty clever to supply the PDA with power as well as the serial data from the GPS.  While 

Iôm sure it can be done, I wouldnôt want the hassle.  

I look on eBay for deals, and then check http://www.cumulus-soaring.com/pda.htm to see what Paul Remde 

thinks about any given unit.  The 3870 and 3970 meet all the requirements.  If you find a good HX47xx, that 

has a higher resolution screen, but theyôre getting hard to find, expensive, and I donôt think the screen is 

significantly easier to read in-flight. My current favorite is the Compaq 3870.  I also have an Hx2495B, which 

has wifi, but itôs hasnôt proven to be very reliable, and I paid $400.00 for it.  The last PDA I bought was a 3870 

for Boomer, and I got it for $32.00 shipped (EBay find).  One thing to watch for is the serial connector.  Most 

iPAQs and Compaqôs use the same connector.  Very cheap, and readily available.  A few use a different 

connector.  Check on the above link.  I recommend against buying a PDA that uses the óoddballô connector.  

None of the PDAs have battery life capable of logging and navigating on a long flight without external power, 

unless you buy a booster battery pack. 

Bluetooth GPS  

I bought a really cheap Bluetooth GPS from: http://www.semsons.com/bluetgpsrec.html  perfectly adequate, 

but it has a built-in altitude error.  Still okay for OLC logging. Battery lasts over 10 hours.  My current 

favorites are the Holux M-1200 and the Holux M-1000.  Both use a newer, lower power draw chipset, with 

battery life in excess of 15 hours.  Google to find the best deals.  Amazon.com lists them at $40.00 for the M-

1000 and $45.00 for the M-1200.  The M-1200 is so small I would likely lose it or run it through the washing 

machine in the pocket of my jeans.  

Other Bits:  Power for the PDA:  Components: 

Cigarette lighter to USB power adapter, PDA USB Sync/Charge cable and Power connectors (to connect 

to glider battery instead of cigarette lighter) 

I bought 5 cigarette lighter USB power adapters from 

http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3523&seq

=1&format=2  That would be fine, but you probably donôt have a cigarette lighter in the glider, so you need to 

find the connectors that match those on the glider battery, and óhackô them into cigarette lighter adapter. I 

found them at Radio Shack, but there MUST be a better source out there. 

PDA USB sync/charge cables from http://www.semsons.com/usbhoandchca5.html.  In case you get a PDA 

without a ócradleô or power adapter, this cable will also connect to your computer to transfer files, and to keep 

the PDA charged up.  Most units Bluetooth GPS receivers Iôve found so far use a cigarette lighter charger, so 

you may want an AC to cigarette lighter adapter for home charging. 

Helpful  
Information  
From Members 

http://www.cumulus-soaring.com/pda.htm
http://www.semsons.com/bluetgpsrec.html
http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3523&seq=1&format=2
http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3523&seq=1&format=2
http://www.semsons.com/usbhoandchca5.html


 http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3526&seq

=1&format=2 

Mount for GPS receiver. http://www.semsons.com/dosuwimoforb.html When I ordered the receiver from 

Semsons, this one came with it at no additional charge. 

Mount for PDA ï Iôm still working on this.  Commercial unit are available.  One thing you want to keep in 

mind is that the serial connector on the bottom of the PDA is a weak point, and expensive to have repaired. 

Whatever mounting method you decide to use, make sure the connector isnôt free to wiggle in this area.  

Software:  Glide Computer 

I use XCSoar.  Itôs free (my favorite price), simple, functional, and well supported. It takes me about 45 

minutes to get a basic installation completed. I will email the files to anyone who wants them.  I will also do a 

basic installation for anyone who wants me to. 

File transfer:  Windows Vista and Windows 7 come with a utility to ósynchronizeô with mobile devices.  For 

older Windows operating systems, ActiveSync (free download) is required. I think there is also a MAC version 

of ActiveSync.  If you have questions about any of this, talk to me (Jim Wynhoff) or email me @ 

jimwynhoff@cox.net 

Attention...  High Flyers!!   Provided by Bill Tisdale 

What is "High Altitude"? What are your oxygen requirements per the regulation... but what do you really 

need? 

Summer is coming, and with summer comes tall thermals and cross country flying. Have you ever felt bad 

after a long day at altitude... tired and worn out after landing? Have you ever knowingly experienced 

HYPOXIA?  How do you know? Do you know what your hypoxic warning signs are? Everyone's symptom or 

"warning sign" is different. 

Have you ever taken a "Chamber Ride"? Well, you are in luck; there is a place within one day's drive at Beale 

AFB CA. 

The FAA Civil Aerospace Medical Institute (CAMI) offers physiological training for civil aviation pilots, FAA 

flight crews, and FAA aviation medical examiners at our facilities in Oklahoma City, Okla. In addition to the 

basic academic contents, this course offers practical demonstrations of rapid decompression (8,000 to 18,000 

feet AGL) and hypoxia (25,000 feet AGL) using a hypobaric (altitude) chamber, and a safe, practical 

demonstration of "pilot's vertigo" using a Spatial Disorientation Demonstrator.  

http://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/aerospace_physiology/ 

You can enroll for training at 

http://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/aerospace_physiology/cami_enrollment/ 

There are certain restrictions, minimum age and you must hold an Airman's Medical Certificate of any Class. 

Yes, a medical certificate is not required for flying gliders, but the staff providing the training wants some 

assurances that you are medically fit to handle a rapid climb to 25,000ft. 

Classes are normally scheduled 90 days in advance. So start planning now for that Spring Course.  Please plan 

at least 3 days for the trip, one days travel on each end. Trust me, you do not want to drive (or fly) home after 

the chamber ride. 

 

http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3526&seq=1&format=2
http://www.monoprice.com/products/product.asp?c_id=108&cp_id=10826&cs_id=1082602&p_id=3526&seq=1&format=2
http://www.semsons.com/dosuwimoforb.html
mailto:jimwynhoff@cox.net
http://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/aerospace_physiology/
http://www.faa.gov/pilots/training/airman_education/aerospace_physiology/cami_enrollment/


Spread Sheet for Weight and Balance. Provided by Blake Seese 

Blake Seese has provided a spreadsheet for weights and balances that can be used for our gliding purposes.  I 

have tried to insert in below.  If you click on the chart you should be able to open the whole document and get 

an idea of what it will do.  However, Blake will be glad to provide the original document and instructions for 

anyone that is interested.  He can be contacted at the following email address: Blake Seese 

<blakeseese@tksinc.us>

Lbs.

Weight Arm Moment Pilot Weight200

Empty Aircraft 520 27.48 14287.84 Parachute & Gear17

Pilot & Parachute etc.217 -20 -4340 Total 217

Ballast    (shot bag)25 -20 -500

Luggage 12 8 96 Ballast 25

Water Ballast 0 14.8 0 Water Ballast0

Gross Weight, (900Lb. Max)774 12.33 9543.84

Luggage 12

Aircraft WeightsLbs. Inches In. Lbs.

Weight Arm Moment Main Gear452

Main Wheel 452 8.4 3796.8 Tail Wheel68

Tail Skid 68 154.28 10491.04

Empty Weight, CG,  Moment520 27.48 14287.84

Flying Center of Gravity

Forward C.G. limit = 10.2 12.33

Fly

Glider & Pilot Weight & Balance

Weight & Balance

13.75 = Aft C.G. limit

Enter pilot and weight data in blue
Change Arm measurments  and CG limits directly in the tables

Once your arm numbers are in place you only need
to make entries in the blue boxes to get your planes 
proper C.G.

Note* To get the red and green boxes to light up correctly, you
will have to change the conditional formatting for each red and 
green box.

 

EARLY SOARING IN SOUTHERN NEVADA  provided by Jim Madson 

Hello all.  During Glenn Dodds visit a couple of weeks ago we had the opportunity to reminisce our early flying 

around the valley.  Glen goes way back, further than I do and is one of two early glider people associated with 

the first generation LVVSA I know of. 
I thought I would pass on some of the information about the early days. 

A Schweitzer TG 3 was acquired by several people working at the test site. Folks a TG 3 is a WW2 training 

glider and was an after the war surplus. This hulk of a glider was a two place tandem with wood wings and steel 

tube fabric covered. A club was formed and the club acquired the TG 3 I think it was $300. 
This is the LVVSA. There was no tow plane and the TG was auto towed.  

Flying was a big feat, assembling a two ton wood and fabric hulk of a glider then doing auto tows and then 

derigging the glider and putting it on the trailer.  This required a lot of coordination and ñmusselsò.  One 

weekend the group was auto towing at jackass a sheer line from a thunder storm came thru and the TG flipped 

over on its back. End of club flying. This I guess was around 1966 -1967. The club became inactive. 
I started flying in 1969 and the club was mostly defunct. Flying was at NLV off of runway 3. Jack Knight would 

https://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/MsgReply?msgid=22&action=reply&style=any&title=Reply&x=262501965
https://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/MsgReply?msgid=22&action=reply&style=any&title=Reply&x=262501965
https://webmail.earthlink.net/wam/MsgReply?msgid=22&action=reply&style=any&title=Reply&x=262501965


tow with a Piper PA18. Instruction was in a 2-22 owned by Kay Dixion. The only other gliders around was A 1-

26 kit newly assembled by Jack Knight. Russ Bucanon was refinishing his BG 12 (covering the wood with light 

fabric and painting with a bright yellow). The TG was looming in the darkness. Talk started about getting 

activity started with the club again. One day after flying there was a meeting at Kay Dixionôs home. The club 

had a spurt of activity again. One day I went to the boys and girls club in NLV and helped loaded the TG wings 

in storage. The fuselage was in Jacks garage and was stripped of fabric. The bent vertical fin was repaired and 

fabric was put back on the bare fuselage. Work slowed and Jack was in the process of a divorce, the fuselage was 

moved to storage at a business on Western Ave. A couple of years passed with no activity. Storage was lost and 

fuselage was disposed of. The wings were sold and the club became inactive with glider operations coming and 

going at Henderson, Hidden Hills, Boulder city and Jean. In the eighties all seemed lost for glider activity with 

all commercial people out of business. A group of us gathered at Shakies pizza on Boulder Hwy with ideas to 

form a club and buy the Scout tow plane used by the defunct air school. Mitch Hawkins came up with the idea to 

assume the shell of the old club and the LVVSA was alive again. 

Minute Meeting Notes for 1965 provided by Jim Madson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


