
 

 

 

 

 

 

ü Club meeting will be held Saturday February 13
th
 at 10:00 at the west side 

of the field. 

ü A reminder that dues are expected in February.  Jay McDaniel has sent 

everyone an invoice for this year.  Feel free to give dues to the FOO or send 

them in to the club address box. 

ü Nominations for the Biesemeyer Award are due by February 13
th
.  Please 

bring them to the meeting, give to FOO this weekend or send them. 

 

Welcome to a new year for the Las Vegas Valley Soaring Association. For 

our newest members, the club was formed over 20 years ago and has 

resided at Jean NV since the late 1980s. Jim "Mad Dog" Madson has 

recently uncovered early club records while assisting one of our Diamond 

75 members clear out a house he was selling that detailed the early club and 

how it was formed. We look forward to Jim compiling the information for us. 

I wish to express heartfelt thanks to those early club pioneers, our past Club Officers that helped us get 

our current equipment and to the present and future club members and officers that will keep us flying 

into the future. 

We are a Flying Club, The American Heritage Dictionary defines "club" as "to join or combine for a 

common purpose. To form a Club." Looking at the Preamble to our Bylaws, " LAS VEGAS VALLEY 

SOARING ASSOCIATION, Inc., (hereinafter sometimes referred to as “ the Club” ) is a non-profit 

corporation duly organized under the laws of the State of Nevada. The purpose of the Club is to 

promote recreational soaring and educate the public regarding recreational soaring activities. 

Membership is open to individuals with a demonstrated interest in soaring and who actively 

parti cipate in club activities." 
  

I read four key words... Promote, Educate, Open, And Participate. But what does that mean. 

Promote, To contribute to the progress or growth. 

Educate, To develop the innate capacities of, especially by schooling or... To provide with knowledge or 

training in a particular area or... To teach or instruct a person or group. 

Open, To make accessible, to remove an obstacle. 

Participate, to join in, to involve oneself. 

  

We are very lucky to have a lot of key people within the club that truly understand these four principals. 

Without these people this "club" would cease to operate. Our instructors volunteer their time to Educate 

and Promote safe soaring. Our Tow Pilots would rather be soaring on some days, but know their 
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participation in the  club as a tow pilot will promote more to the club and help the instructors educate 

more. With enough tow pilots, they will get their days to soar.  

  

Our club "Flight Operations Officers", we need them to help us all fly safely, chasing tow ropes, pushing 

gliders, watching for the little "safety" items that help us all, and supporting the club policies. If you are 

not the FOO for the day, but you are there helping, moving gliders, chasing ropes, running wings, helping 

others assemble their gliders. You are a PARTICIPANT and a vital member of this club. 

  

And to our Club Officers, hard work, past present and future. A club must be operated as a business; we 

are a not for profit or low profit organization, but that entails records and management to maintain that 

status. We have to have business agreements with other businesses for maintenance, fuel purchases, 

supplies and to operate at the airport and protect our "right to fly". These people put in a lot of work to 

keep soaring "open and accessible without obstruction" to everyone. 

  

We have some challenges ahead of us, more on that later, but for now, be sure to thank those around you 

for taking part, be sure to learn as much as you can whether it is flying, ground operations or business, to 

better promote the club and safe soaring for all. 

  

- Bill Tisdale, President 2010 

 

 

 

 

DAY  DATE  TOW  FOO  NOTES  

Sat  6 Feb  Brandt  Theurer    

Sun  7 Feb  Blood  Wohlwill    

Sat  13 Feb  Dvorchak  Wynhoff  
Club Meeting -  10 am West 
side of the airport  

Sun  14 Feb  Banos  McDaniel  
 

Sat  20 Feb  Tisdale  (?)  
 

Sun  21 Feb  Holden  Wohlwill    

Sat  27 Feb  Dvorchak  Morse  
 

Sun  28 Feb  Gough  Brooksbank  
 

 

 

Notes from the Convention in Little Rock last weekend. 

-  It was cold and wet; I got there late after renting a car and driving from Memphis. 

The 2012 Convention site was selected to be Reno!  SoaringNV folks will be coordinating efforts with 

SSA Hobbs office.  Expect many volunteers to be requested from PASCO, and Region 11.  This will be 

fun to have the convention back in our flying area. 

Schedule 

Useful 
Information  



¶ Full Conventions will remain every other year with a smaller event in the off years.  This event 

will have speakers, Awards Banquet, FIRCôs and other events with NO floor space displays. 

¶ Vendors will not be prohibited from attending but will need to make their own arrangements, 

such as hospitality suites, etc. 

¶ Les and Kyle Schweitzer have been asked by the USAF Academy for information on what it 

would take to build an SGS 2-33B model with larger rear cockpit.  (YAY, says Jay!) 

¶ No information on a national transponder code and its implementation. 

Jay 

Airworthiness Certificate: Experimental - Exhibition and Racing  
(Written with input from Cindy Brickner, SSA Gov't Liaison Committee) Reference FAA Order 8130.2F, 

Change 5, 15 Jan 2010. 

  

There has been a discussion on some online soaring forums about the FAA Flight Standards District 

Office "revisiting" some of the Program Letters and possibly re doing them. 

This includes submitting the aircraft to inspection by the FSDO to ensure that the glider is still in the 

same condition when the certificate was first issued. 

  

We have not seen this in our area, but we are getting reports from Arizona glider owners. This may be 

because information in their Program Letter was not within the guidelines of their "Operating Limitation" 

or they may have changed locations, it is hard to say at this time. 

  

The FAA has only two categories of airworthiness certificates: Standard - built to a Standard Type by a 

factory with quality control, or Special - not built to a Standard Type Certificate  

  

Sub categories within the Special category are: Limited, Provisional, Restricted, Special Flight Permit 

and Experimental. Restricted includes agricultural, cargo, surveying patrolling advertising, special 

purpose, etc. The club Pawnee is "Restricted - Glider and Banner Tow".  

  

Sub categories within EXPERIMENTAL  are: Research and Development (Not applicable for a factory 

built import), Amateur Built (Al Gough's RV), Crew Training, Market Survey, and Exhibition and 

Racing. 

  

Prior to 1993, imported factory built gliders without a US Type Certificate were issued Experimental 

Certificates with very open "Operating Limitations". When the Soviet Eastern Block countries fell 

apart/opened, those people were hungry for money and sold many foreign ex-military jets to high-dollar 

US customers. Those folks did silly things with their jets and the FAA put a moratorium on licensing any 

imported foreign airframes and flying them in 1993. For 8 months, imported machines could not get ANY 

airworthiness certificate, while the FAA came up with 'new' rules to address factory-built foreign 

imports.  Several new gliders sat grounded for nearly a year. 

  

The FAA listened to SSA's input when drawing those rules, and allows many things to happen for soaring 

pilots that are looser than NOT IMPORTING GLIDERS .  The FAA would really prefer that the 

European glider factories would Type Certify EVERY sailplane imported. The use of the Experimental - 

Racing and Exhibition application is already a concession to SSA's interests. 

  

The way the FAA chose to control ex-military jets, was to require them to write an annual letter to 

describe where they would exhibit and race and practice.  Glider Airworthiness Certificates issued since 



the 1993 change are also required to submit annual program letters as specified in their "Operating 

Limitations". 

  

A 'well written' program letter will describe that you need to practice for proficiency and intend to 

participate in SSA's and FAI's badge and awards programs. These may be the SSA distance award or the 

FAI badge program or any local regional SSA sanctioned contests. Your operating limitations for a glider 

imported after 1993 will likely say that you will have a base of operations airfield, and will practice 

within 300 nm of that field. If you change the base of operations as outlined in your operating limitations, 

you may need to get a new airworthiness certificate and new set of operating limitations. Sample 

Operating Limitations include coverage for training in contest areas when the contest is operating a 

"practice day", but your intent to fly in that contest must be listed in your annual "Program Letter" 

submission. 

The Club's LS-4 and Janus have "Experimental - Exhibition and Racing" certificates issued long before 

the 1993 problems forced changes and Annual Program Letters to the local FSDO are not required for 

club aircraft. 

  

Some club members have gliders with more recent certificate issue dates than 1993 and their "operating 

limitations" require annual program letters be sent to FSDO. There should be a sample letter in your 

operating limitations package. Please make sure that you follow the requirements outlined in your 

operating limitations. Please make sure your Annual program letter is current and states the minimum 

required by your limitations. 

  

Some of our members have had new operating limitations written and new airworthiness certificates 

issued when they purchased their glider. Their previous operating limitation included geographical 

restrictions that did not include Nevada. 

  

If you own a glider registered "Experimental - Exhibition and Racing", please make sure that you are 

operating within and following the requirements outlined in your "Operating Limitations". 

  

- Bill Tisdale 

 

Exemption Letter 4988 

All gliders should carry copies of the following exemption and extension in the glider and with your 

glider records. The current exemption extension is through October 30th, 2011 Jay posted copies at the 

club house. These documents exempt the gliders from having data plates affixed to the outside of your 

glider. 

http://www.ssa.org/docs/Exemption4988.pdf 

http://www.ssa.org/files/member/Data%20Plate%20Exemption%202008.pdf 

 

Article taken from the safety section on the following web page:  http://www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/sicherheitstraining-

e.html.  This is the continuation from last monthôs article. 

 

Safety 
Corner 

http://www.ssa.org/docs/Exemption4988.pdf
http://www.ssa.org/files/member/Data%20Plate%20Exemption%202008.pdf
http://www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/sicherheitstraining-e.html
http://www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/sicherheitstraining-e.html


Safety begins in the head. 
When you recognize that you should do more for your personal safety, then there is a lot of advice and 

references that we would gladly like to show you.  The following list is not complete, of course, and some 

of the points you may not completely agree with.  Just take the listed procedures simply as suggestions 

which are based on our 25 years of building gliders.  Ask yourself critically how you could and should 

increase your personal safety.   

See last monthôs newsletter for the first 5 suggestions. 

6. Be Prepared For a Rope Break on Every Launch 

Whether the launch is a self-launch, an aero-tow, or a winch launch, you must be prepared at every point 

during the launch for what you would do if the launch system fails.  This is a purely mental exercise in 

which you go over in your mind what you can or may do at various heights if a premature termination of 

the launch occurs.  The size of the airport is very important in this connection.  Many airports are situated 

such that after the beginning of the launch ñno chanceò is available. And what do you do now?  

In no case, after a launch failure under 250 ft, should a turn be attempted.  At such low altitudes, always 

land straight ahead - regardless of what lies ahead.  The worst accidents always happen during ñsharp 

turns close to the ground.ò  

Airline pilots say out loud at the start the different speeds, for instance the speed of no return even with a 

motor failure.  Regardless of the launch method, you should do the same thing with regard to the altitude 

at which you can safely make an abbreviated pattern.  

7. Finish a Self-Launch With Sufficient Altitude  

When you self-launch with a motor glider, let the motor run until plenty of altitude has been reached.  

Remember that maybe the retraction will not work immediately and that you will have a high sink rate.  

There have been many accidents in which the pilot suddenly finds himself out of gliding range of the 

airport and now has to find an out-landing place in difficult terrain and with the engine out.  

8. Practice Emergency Procedures 

Especially motor glider pilots should continually train and practice reacting properly to in-flight 

malfunctions. 

¶ Can you retract the propeller without using the automatic retraction system according to 

the handbook method using the propeller brake?  

¶ Can you do it without use of the manual propeller brake?  

¶ Can you start the engine without use of the starter motor?  

¶ Can you land the glider with motor running?  

¶ Do you know your glider so well that you are clear on the causes when something 

doesn't function properly? 

All glider pilots should be aware of and practice the following: 

¶ Practice slow flight and stalls, but with sufficient altitude!  

¶ How do you recognize an impending flow separation? 

If you know that, you can avoid stalling which is especially important in the mountains.  

9.  Use the oxygen system when it is required far enough ahead of time 

http://kurz-berichtet-e.html/#Safety-recomm
http://kurz-berichtet-e.html/#Windmilling
http://kurz-berichtet-e.html/#motor-running


For the sake of comfort, begin using oxygen at 10,000 feet when you are climbing rapidly at great 

heights.  Oxygen is absolutely necessary above 13,500 feet and must be used if you are going to be above 

12,500 for more than a half hour.  

Equip yourself with a bail-out bottle with at least a 10 minute supply of oxygen if you fly above 20,000 

feet. Please read about the use of oxygen carefully.  

10. Decide Early Enough For an Outlanding 

 It happens over and over that pilots pass up a good out landing field because they are convinced the next 

cloud or ridge will produce a thermal.  Seeing into the future is anything but an ñexact science.ò  In the 

mountains there are often wind conditions which are difficult to predict.  It suddenly becomes impossible 

to reach a landing field which the glide calculator said was within gliding range.  

If an out landing threatens, look for a suitable field in plenty of time and stay near that field while you 

look for more thermals.  Remember that the decision height for restarting a motor is considerably higher 

than the decision height for finding an outlanding field.  

Should the motor not start, then you must retract the motor as much as possible (perhaps with the 

emergency switch) and still have time to set up a good approach and landing.  Only attempt to start the 

motor at low altitudes when at the end of the attempt, a good landing field is available.  

11. Always Make a Spot Landing 

 What do you have against making every landing as precisely as possible?  Make a kind of game out of it.  

Even if the runway is as long as an airliner's airport, pretend that it is an aircraft carrier and land with the 

correct speed directly on the chosen ñspotò.  

Then when you have to make an out landing on a short field, you have plenty of practice.  

Especially motor glider pilots tend to make longer landings than necessary.  Of course, you in particular, 

never have to make an out landing.  True?  

And naturally, you should always land with the gear down and locked.  That applies equally to plowed 

fields, water, and the back side of the moon!  

Especially when you know ahead of time that the gear will be damaged, it is important to have it down 

because the energy absorbed by its collapse helps protect you from spinal column and cord damage.  

12. Always launch with a full fuel tank. 

Pete Williams from USA is adding:  

If you get trapped low especially in high head wind conditions, a full tank is imperative.  

13. Never execute engine trials without mounted wings! 

Don't ever and under no circumstances power up the engine w/o mounted wings!!!  

On the one hand the fuselage will fall to a side and secondly we have heard about pilots being chopped 

into pieces by the propeller due to its invisibility when in motion.  

And never run your engine without a propeller. The pump will inject too much fuel for the demand and 

the normal gas throttle is not effective. This causes a runaway in revs ending in an exploding engine. The 

only way to stop this is with the fuel tap. Better is never to try this.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.dg-flugzeugbau.de/sauerstoff-e.html
http://sich-details-e.html/#Gear


Jim Dingess is selling a parachute for $750 to any club member.  The parachute 

is like new and was purchased for use in the LS-4.  He can be contacted at the 

following: 

Desert Adventures, LLC www.kayaklasvegas.com 702-371-1513 jim@kayaklasvegas.com 

 

PHOTOS FROM THE CLUB  

THE PAST COUPLE OF WEEKENDS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member  
Contributions  

Jay passing it forward 

Beautiful Potosi 

Tweety mirrored on the Grob wing 

Robin in Flight 


