
 

 

 

 

 

ü Please join everyone for the club meeting October 12
th
 at 10:00am at 

the west side of the field 

ü Roach Lake dates are set. Our permit is for 17 and 18 October.  The 

final decision will be made on Friday, 16 October based on weather forecasts 

at that time.  Check out the details and information at our Safari web page at:  

www.lvvsa.org and click on the Safaris tab.  If the weather cooperates, many 

of us will camp out Saturday night.  We hope you join us. 

ü Congratulations to Jim Archer a flight this summer netted him his 

Silver Distance leg, completing his Silver Badge, Gold Altitude and 

Gold Distance, completing his Gold Badge.  The same flight also 

qualified for his Diamond Goal (300Km) and Diamond Distance 

(500Km) legs. News of other individuals who obtained badges was 

discussed at the club meeting in September, with meeting minutes posted on the website. 

ü Please have a look at the updated Contact List under the Members section of the website and be sure 

your information there is correct. 

ü Jim Wynhoff put together some notes on cross country planning based on his experience and emails 

from The Badge Lady.  You can find this reference under the LVVSA Training page near the bottom 

under Cross Country Planning. 

 

 

 

 

DATE  
 

TOW  FOO  Notes  

Sat  3 Oct  Freeburn  Theurer/McDaniel    

Sun  4 Oct  Holden  Wohlwill    

Sat  10 Oct  Tisdale  Harrison  

Club 
Meeting -  
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of field  

Sun  11 Oct  Gough  Brooksbank  
 

Sat  17 Oct  Brandt  McDaniel  

Roach 
Lake 
AutoTows 
Scheduled  

Sun  18 Oct  Holden  Morse  
Roach 
Lake 
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October 2009 

We welcome all 

members and visitors to 

check our webpage 

often to see updates 

and keep informed.   

www.lvvsa.org 

Club News 

Schedule 

http://www.lvvsa.org/


AutoTows 
Scheduled  

Sat  24 Oct  Tisdale  Wohlwill  
 

Sun  25 Oct  Gough  Wynhoff  
 

Sat  31 Oct  Brandt  Brooksbank  
 

Sun  1 Nov  Dvorchak  Morse  
 

 

 

Here is a summary of an article I found on the Darling Downs Soaring Club website 

called ñGood Lookout is No Accidentò.  The article was a good refresher on 

situational awareness with regard to other gliders.  Read the full article at: 

http://www.ddsc.org.au/documents/cross_country_resources/Good%20Lookout%20is%20No%20Accide

nt.asp 

¶ Train yourself to develop good scanning habits.  Move your vision from focus point to focus 

point systematically; stopping long enough to identify a physical object such as a wingtip or 

feature on the horizon.  

¶ In level fight the area from which a threat is most likely to emanate will be 45 deg to each side 

and 10 deg. above or below the horizon and can be scanned with modest untiring head 

movements.   Give this area regular attention.  

¶ When about to turn carefully scan the airspace into which you will be flying.  When reducing 

speed check the airspace above you.  When accelerating you have a blind spot beneath you.  

¶ Except when one is turning, aircraft on a collision course start as a small stationary object and 

only increase in size rapidly when a collision is probably unavoidable.  

¶ Minimise time looking inside the cockpit, arrange instruments thoughtfully, use an audio vario, 

remove obstructions to good vision such as a compass on top of the instrument panel and keep 

your canopy clean.  

¶ Situational awareness. Keep a mental picture of the aircraft around you. To do this you must be 

very familiar with your aircraft, in current practice and unaffected by fatigue, hypoxia or lifestyle 

excesses.  

 

 

 

From Bill Tisdale: 

Club BBQ season is on again!  or "The End of Summer" 

  

A wonderful day of flying followed by some great food! How much better can it get! 

  

The last Saturday in September dawned bright and sunny with a forecast of another 100 degree day and 

light southerly winds. Six knot thermals were predicted to reach 12,000ft in the valley and slightly higher 

on the hills with light winds aloft. Eager cross country pilots, Jim Wynhoff (UF), Blake Seese (9V), Jim 

From Club 
Members 

Safety 
Corner 



Archer (OZ) and Shad Dvorchak (2NV) arrived early and started to rig with the promise of the last cross 

country weekend of the season. 

  

Our seasoned tow pilot Al Gough had returned from another summer up north and wanted a few 2-33 

flights to "warm up". Erik Jensen (recently new member) and Dave Heffell (NEWEST MEMBER!!) 

arrived for lessons. While the cross country flyers got ready, Erik and Dave started their ground prep for 

their flight lessons and Al got his "3 in 90" out of the way. Erik took his last two "solo" flights needed 

before his check ride and then launched again with his CFI to start his check ride prep. 

  

Then the cross country flyers launched all staying up 2-3hrs, but the day had not developed as promised. 

The promised southerly breeze was from the north, although the breeze was warm and strong thermals 

developed, they did not climb as high and serious cross country became the challenge.  

Dave launched on his second day of lessons with Jay and visitors Umi and Alex took fun flights with 

Jay in the 2-33.  

Jim landed after a 2 hour flight and offered UF which I so humbly enjoyed for an hour around the valley. 

Even though it was late in the day with a shallow sun and a slight north breeze, thermals could be found 

with climbs to above 8000 ft. OZ joined me for a while and we searched west towards Good Springs for 

more lift while Robin and Rob took the 2-33 on a pattern tow to parking at the north end. 

  

But now the BEST PART !!! 

Well.. almost the best.. there is not much that beats a day of soaring! 

  

FOOD and plenty of it. Jim brought down his famous Korean Chicken rice and vegetable dish, Virginia 

brought her best potato salad and there were plenty of hamburgers, hot dogs, cheeses, and other great 

munchies. There was plenty of food, and I know I missed something, so many choices and not enough 

tummy room for everything. And as always with every cookout, the "there I was" chatter around the 

picnic tables. Who flew where, what has been going on all summer, summer vacations, summer soaring 

flights, and winter plans.   

Fall is upon us, temperatures have dropped over 20 degrees this week, and the "training season" is off to a 

great start. What are your goals this winter season. Finish that rating you've started? Get started on that 

next rating? Take an occasional flight with an instructor and polish the rust off or review a skill? Fly more 

with a friend and share the expense?  

Fall and winter provide surprising thermal days and ridge soaring, even the occasional "wave day".  

Club's provide a variety of things to the member. Three being: Cheaper flying, Flying partners, 

Camaraderie. 

How many more can you think of?  

Come on out and fly, Come on out for the BBQ days even if you don't fly. 

 

Submitted by Jim Wynhoff: 

Parowan Micro-Safari 

 

Sometime Thursday, Jim Archer decided to put out an email to the 

members, urging us to consider driving 200 miles to Parowan 

Utah to go soaring.  Sounded sort of nuts to me, so I promptly 

replied to his email - "I'm in".  Friday we met at Jean, hooked our 

trailers up, topped off our oxygen, and hit the road.  George 

Caldwell was already well on his way in the motor home. 

  We got there fairly late, and made camp on the ramp. Jim Archer 

literally threw his bedroll down on the ramp, I inflated an air 

mattress and slept in the back of my truck.  The next morning, we 

rigged, got some local sectionals, and chatted with to other two 



glider pilots about the soaring in the area and what the weather looked like.  

  I launched around 11:30, Jim Archer launched next.  The pictures pretty much tell the story about the 

flight, Jim A flew at least a hundred miles with a banana peel stuck on his leading edge. 

  The landing..... some people in the club may be familiar with my innate ability to land during one minute 

with the worst landing conditions of the whole day - maybe even the whole month.  Saturday I did it 

again, landing in a very gusty and turbulent crosswind. Fortunately the only witness was 

George, and he's not one to point and laugh, much. 

 

Jim Wynhoff 

 

Here's a link to Jim Archer's flight: 

http://www3.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-7249 

95277 

 

.. and mine: 

http://www3.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-7232 

40623 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures sent by George Caldwell: 

Umi Grace Caldwell took to the skies for the first time   

(other than FAA Part 121air carrier).  She thought it was great fun.    

Thanks to everyone for making it great for her and Dad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www3.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-7249
http://www3.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?flightId=-7232


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos of Alex Marcis�¶�V���I�O�L�J�K�W provided by George Caldwell 

 

 


