
 

 

 

 

 

 Please join everyone for the club meeting September 12
th
 at 10:00am at 

the west side of the field. It has been two months since the last meeting 

and we have a lot to go over.  Plus, it is a great way to stay informed 

and start a fun filled day of soaring. 

 From Jay McDaniel:  Next time you see Nicole Howard, be sure to 

congratulate her on her glider SOLO!  August 23rd was a long day 

waiting for the 90 degree cross winds to decrease, but decrease they 

did.  I took her for a 2k tow first and covered the airspeed indicator and 

altimeter.  She landed ON the numbers in an 80 degree, 8kt crosswind 

without using those instruments.  Great job!  Then she did her solo as a 

pattern tow and put it down nicely.  All with 6 proud family members looking on.  Final flight was 

another solo pattern tow to put it away from the South end.  Congrats Nicole! (Pictures are posted on 

the Club website) 

 From Rob Brandt:  Please congratulate Erik Jensen for his solo last Saturday, 29 Aug 09.  After a 

high tow, a pattern tow, and a third simulated 

broken rope at 250ft, Erik was off to the wild 

blue yonder SOLO!  Seems he also caught a 

thermal or two and stayed up a while longer 

than expected.  Then he brought it down for a 

great landing - needless to say, thanks to Jim 

Wynhoff and his large yellow bucket, full first-

solo "honors" were extended!  Then he went 

back for another pattern tow.  Great job, Erik! 

 

 Thanks to Lex and all who came out to 

assist during Tweety’s recent annual.  
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 Please be sure a check the cables when connecting the batteries to the charger.  White tape has been 

added to the cable that connects to the charger.  This will help prevent connecting the batteries to each 

other and causing a short or other undesired consequences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Club tow and FOO schedule for the rest of September. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Currency versus proficiency 
Really ... There IS a difference.  Just because the FAA says you are current doesn’t that mean you are 

proficient.  Currency is, basically, a minimum established by the FAA.  Flying is a skill that will atrophy 

if unused, and going for the "legal" amount of time between flights just to stay current will affect many of 

your flying skills, from motor skills (like flying on tow or landing) to judgment (forgetting to account for 

winds on landing, forgetting checklists, poor radio usage, etc.).  So, how does one remain proficient? 

 FLY - and fly more often!  The more you fly, the sharper your skills remain, the better you fly, and the 

better you are on the equipment.   Consider asking one of our instructors to go with you.  So make flying 

a routine habit! 

 

Henderson Flight Safety Meeting 
There will be a meeting at Henderson Airport on 10 Sep 09, 19:00, in the Henderson Executive Terminal 

building to discuss mid-air avoidance and flight safety.  The audience is intended to be pilots, owners, 

TRACON controllers, Nellis organizations, and FAA officials.  Rob Brandt will be giving a presentation 

on Jean Glider Operations and Safety to inform the local flying community of our operations at Jean and 

the local area.   

Sat  12 Sep  Tisdale  Wohlwill  
Club Meeting -  10am West Side 
of field  

Sun  13 Sep  Holden  Banos  
 

Sat  19 Sep  Dvorchak  Theurer/McDaniel    

Sun  20 Sep  Brandt  Wohlwill    

Sat  26 Sep  Freeburn  Brooksbank  
 

Sun  27 Sep  Gough  Wynhoff  
 

Safety Corner 



The agenda will be as follows: 

FSDO Welcome- FAASTeam & faasafety.gov. 

Nellis-  Nellis, Creech, & NTTR operations.  Special Use Airspace, Lights Out in MOA's, 

SeeandAvoid.org, and UAS's. 

Las Vegas TRACON- Class B operations and TRACON services. 

North Las Vegas- Class D operations and runway incursions. 

Henderson- Class D 

Glider operations at Jean. 

 

All are welcome to attend - hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

It's that time of year again.  Believe it or not, it's already September, and it will soon be time for the club 

to hold elections for the 2010 Board.  Nominations for 2010 Officers of the club will be held during the 

club's October membership meeting (10 Oct 09).  Then ballots will be sent out to the membership, by 

mail, by the Secretary to each eligible member.  The ballots will need to be returned in time to count by 

the November meeting and announce the results. 

 

We ask the membership to do three things:  

1. Consider serving on the board.  It is a challenging and rewarding experience, and the club benefits from 

the experiences of others.  As you know, the club is the best flying organization in Las Vegas (and 

beyond) because we love to fly and we have a great volunteer spirit.  Serving on the board perpetuates 

that spirit and improves the club! 

2.  Consider nominating someone to the Board that you feel would best serve the interests of the club 

3.  VOTE! 

 

 

Bill Tisdale: 

We are getting great life out of our glider batteries. A glider 

battery we purchased in February 2007 has passed on to the 

battery recycle yard. Actually it was added to my stack of old 

batteries that I need to get to the recyclers.  I have just finished 

wiring up two new batteries and they are ready to go. They are 

set up with a blade fuse and a more robust fuse holder. The new 

batteries are 12V 8.5AmpHr (the same physical size as the older 

7.0AmpHr battery) and should serve the club for another 2.5 

years. 

 Want to know how our batteries are wired? Check out 

http://www.lvvsa.org/PDFs/BatteryConnection.pdf 

2010 Board 
Member Elections 

Contributions from 
Members 

http://www.lvvsa.org/PDFs/BatteryConnection.pdf


 Fuses.. ever get ready to go fly only to discover that the 

electronics do not work. Then you find that the problem is 

the fuse blew and you were not able to find one at the club?  

We were using old style "buss" fuses, we still have  some of 

our older batteries using the buss fuses. The new connection 

fuse holder is for "blade" type fuses. I would recommend 

pilots keep a supply of 5Amp fuses in their car just for that 

one time that someone used the last fuse at the club and has 

not had a chance to replace it or tell anyone. I have set up a 

plastic box in the club maintenance trailer with battery 

wiring supplies, fuse holders and spare fuses of both types. 

 The Battery Connection Wiring Diagram has been posed to the club web page and a link added to the 

"Training" Information page. 

Message from Mark: 

Club Members, 

  

With training (advanced beatings), house-hunting, and two weeks of leave, the next 6 weekends prior to 

my PCS (Permanent Change of Station) will be very hectic, and most of them will be spent out of town. 

For this reason, I'd like to be taken off the tow rotation permanently. I checked my logbook, and I've 

flown about exactly 100 hours (and probably 600 tows) in the Pawnee... a good place to stop. It has been 

a great time working for the club, and I have learned a tremendous amount about flying, from towing 

everyone aloft in 11Z. 

  

This is not goodbye, I'll definitely make it to the field a few times before I go.  

  

Thanks, 

  

Mark Ferstl 

 


