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Meeting Reminder :
The monthly membership meeting is held every 
second Saturday of the month at 10am except for 
March (Banquet) and December (Christmas Party). 
The meeting normally is held at the "Pilot's 
Lounge" at Jean and lasts approximately one hour. 
It is imperative that all members, active and 
probationary, attend so that we can "meet the new 
members", conduct business essential to operate the 
club, plan for future events and conduct safety 
reviews and seminars.  We had great attendance last 
month and look forward to seeing all at the April 
meeting. 

Future Events 
 

11 March, Evening Banquet, 6 pm, no 
business meeting in the morning 
1 April, Club Cleanup Day and Picnic, 0900 
8 April, 10am Business Meeting 
22-23 April, Ground Launch Training and 
Roach Lake Campout 
13 May, 10am Business Meeting 
8-16 July, JABOG @ TPH, See Jay for 
Details. 

 
Currency vs. Proficiency 

 
Your instructors are closely watching who is "Barely Current" vs. "Barely Proficient". We have your best 
interest, your health, and the best interest of the club with flyable aircraft and low insurance rates at heart. Many 
members have taken the winter off because there is not much good soaring weather and maybe it is not 
financially feasible. As Instructors and Board Members we are concerned about who is current and who is 
proficient. The SSA and the SSF have taken on the "First Flight" Program. Make that first flight of 2006 with a 
CFIG. If we have not seen you for a while, a club CFIG will insist on it. Are you ready for a spring refresher? 
Could you pass a no notice check ride? An incident while flying can easily result in a forced FAA check ride. 
Please don't let that happen to you (us). Check out:  http://www.soaringsafety.org/ssf-06/first-flight.html 
  
Other  Reminders: 
  
Over /Shor t Account: Please do not abuse the "Over/Short" accounting.  If you do you are placing the 
Treasurer and the Board in a tough situation. It is easy to say, I'll pay next week, and then forget. Soon the club 
is financing your flying. The Treasurer is directed by the Club By-laws to suspend (ground) members who are 
more than 30 days in arrears.  Members more than 60 days "shall" be considered "resigned" from the club. The 
Bylaws actually contain some pretty tough and directing language. (Article V, Section 5.) 
  
Glider  Prepaid Accounts: The Glider Prepaid accounts were created when we bought the Grob as a way to 
infuse cash into the club and allow the investing member a benefit. It was also to entice members to come out 
and fly if they knew they had flight time already paid for and just waiting to be used up. At the time of inception 
it was determined that any member resigning from the club would forfeit any prepaid amounts. This policy is to 
save a cash crunch to the club finances if a large group of members chose to not renew. The board has made 
exceptions in the past for forced expulsions, death or a family move out of the area. We currently are holding a 
large amount in "Prepaids" for the Grob and the LS4. Please come on out and fly, it's your money. 



  
Membership Renewal: It was determined and announced at the February membership meeting that dues will 
be considered past due with those unpaid to be considered as not renewing after 5 March. We will soon be 
completing the 2006 Membership Cards. Please send in your payments promptly. Only members in good 
standing and current on the Over / Under accounting will be issued Membership Cards. 
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Pink Slip 

By Robin McDaniel 
 
The tragedy in life doesn’ t lie in not reaching your goal.  The tragedy lies in having no goal to reach. – Benjamin Mays. 
 
Actually it’s not really pink; it’s sort of a peachy, salmon color.  Why they chose such a pretty color to represent 
such an ugly happening is beyond me.  Anyway, as you probably have guessed, this is about a failed check ride.  
February 23rd, the day after my daughter’s 34th birthday, I arrived at the airport promptly at 10 am, the time I 
agreed with the Examiner.  I was somewhat nervous, of course, but was feeling pretty good about how the day 
would go.  I was mostly concerned with what the oral part of the test would be like.  I had two sleepless nights 
worrying about that.  I had visions of me strapped to a wooden chair in the middle of a dark room with a hot 
bright spot light shining in my face as someone in the dark is grilling me with unknowable questions… 
 
What is density altitude? 

Explain Bernoulli’s Principle!  
Name the two kinds of drag!  

What is a yaw string for? 
 
Well you get the picture.  All that lost sleep was for naught, for in actuality those two hours were spent just 
talking about my favorite subject, Flying! 
 
That part went well and it was over before I knew it and it was time to fly. 
So, outside we go and wouldn’ t you know it, the old dreaded, North Wind was blowing enough just to make 
things interesting.  We had to drag the glider down to the South end of the airfield.  It was a very long walk for 
me and the 2-33.  I walked the wing as Jay and the Examiner rode in the truck towing us down there.  I think 
that is where I started to get a little panicky.  It’s a long way to the South end and I had too much time to think 
about what could go wrong.  (My mind is my worst enemy.) 
 
We get there and I’m thinking it really is a beautiful day; the wind isn’ t blowing too badly.  It could be worse, 
just ask Krys.  She had 15 knot cross winds on her check ride.  So I’m talking to myself and getting psyched for 
this.  I know the whole experience has been like eating an elephant, I have to do it one piece at a time. 
 
We are now in the glider. (New weaklinks! No broken ropes today.)  



Off we go, up past 200 feet and … BAM… I know that sound, off to the left goes the tow plane.  I react 
instantly, lowering the nose, turn, turn, and turn back to the airfield.  The examiner says “Beautiful! That was 
text book! Very nice, good job.”   Okay that was out of the way.  I never expected the rope break on the first 
tow, so I never had a chance to worry about it.  So glad that was over!   
Next flight.  Now I know the hard stuff is coming.  We tow to 1500 AGL.  Ready to box the wake?  I have to 
tell you for the past six months or more those words brought dread to my heart whenever I heard them and 
knew I had to practice that maneuver but I was ready.  Or so I thought.  It was somewhat bumpy up there next 
to the ridge (with that North wind). The Examiner says, “Any time you’ re ready you can start.”   I froze.  
Imagine me bug-eyed like a deer caught in head lights.  I wanted to be so perfect.  I wanted this maneuver to be 
smooth and effortless.  Well, guess what?  I blew it.  I won’ t go into the gruesome details about boxing the 
wake because I’ve got worse to tell. What I will say is if I were the Examiner I wouldn’ t have passed me on 
that, no way.   
I knew I had done poorly and I knew I could do better.  Now the nerves really kicked in.  We released with no 
slack rope exercise and I knew I was in trouble.  Next we tried some slow flight.  Not such a hard thing to do, is 
it?  I’m asked to turn 90 degrees to the right.  This is an exercise in slow flight. So what do I do? I lower the 
nose and gain speed and start my turn, and then it dawns on me.  He wants a 90 degree turn in minimum control 
airspeed.  I say, “Oh, I’m sorry, you wanted that in slow flight” .  Well let me tell you, it didn’ t get any better 
after that.  I won’ t tell you about the turning stall, 270 degrees of mushing it around and not recovering.  Did I 
recognize I was in a stall?  Well, yes, but what was I thinking?  I was thinking too much like a student, a 
passenger.  I was not thinking like a pilot.  I kept waiting to hear from the back seat, “OK, recover, and lower 
your nose. Ok, do this, do that.”   This was very enlightening for me as I thought about it later in the day.  I 
should Be the Pilot, not the passenger. 
 
Now it was time to land.  The Examiner wanted a slip. One of my favorite things to do!  This is a maneuver I 
learned early and just love to use to come down quickly.  As I turn base, he asks me if I see the helicopter on 
base to the parallel runway.  Oh, but of course I don’ t see it.  I’ve heard him on the radio but I have no visual 
contact and I tell the Examiner so.  He takes the plane, setting us up on final and then returning the plane to me.  
I start to slip it but there’s no real need now.  “This is not going well at all!”  my mind is screaming to me and I 
mention this to the Examiner.  He takes the plane, and we land.   
 
It’s quiet after we come to a stop.  From the back seat his voice so diplomatically says, “Robin, what do you 
say, let’s put the glider away and do this another day?”   You can imagine how I felt.  Crushed!  Relieved!  The 
flood of emotions was overwhelming.  Of course it was the right thing to do.  I knew at that point that I was not 
ready.  I learned a valuable lesson.  I need to stop thinking like a student, I must be the Pilot.  I must make the 
decisions, do the maneuvers and not wait for the voice in the back seat. 
 

The days leading up to the check ride were not the best for me.  I had a lot of family issues going on, and I had 
not flown in three weeks.  Having a clear mind and being current in your flying are paramount in how you are 
going to do on a check ride.  So, fellow future pilots about to take a check ride, clear your mind of everything 
but flying!  This is Your day.  Get plenty of sleep.  Fly the day before if you can, be confident but most of all, 
Be the Pilot.  This has been an incredible journey for me.  It’s taken a lot of time and patience from my 
instructors.  I’m not going to let this set me back.  I will keep working on this until the day I can say I finally ate 
the elephant and I AM a Pilot. 

 

 

Got Something to add? 

If you would like to submit a picture or maybe an article, or a even  a letter to the editor of the Newsletter please 
feel free to email any ideas to Barb Larson at  bblarson@cox.net I would love to accommodate as many as I 

can.  Suggestions also welcome!  Thank you!!! 

 



Day Date Tow FOO Notes

Sat 4 Mar Gough Stave  

Sun 5 Mar Graham Archer  

Sat 11 Mar Gough McDaniel, 
Robin

 Flying stops at 4pm - Banquet at 6pm

Sun 12 Mar Thistlethwaite Brooksbank  

Sat 18 Mar Tisdale Wynhoff  

Sun 19 Mar Colmer Gulewich  

Sat 25 Mar Felgar Burns  

Sun 26 Mar Martens  

Sat 1 Apr Felgar McDaniel, 
Robin

 

Sun 2 Apr  
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Jim shows the LS how to fly 
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