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Pawnee Annual Complete 

The annual inspection for our trusty steed, the 

Pawnee Tow, has been completed and we are in fine 

shape. As always, we find a few things to repair; 

rudder return springs, engine oil leaks, brake pads, 

discs and tires, and this year, lots of fabric work. We 

spent time going over the aircraft and more than 36 

hours of labor was put into just the fabric this year. 

This work was needed to keep is flying safely for 

years to come and to stave off any immediate large 

fabric replacement bills. The bill may seem large, but 

remember that almost one-half of the bill is fabric 

repair. 

 Looking at the fabric under the bright light we found 

tears under the wings, on the bottom of the elevator, 

and lots of nicks in the horizontal stabilizer leading 

edge, plus numerous nicks in our new propeller. This 

might be attributed to landing on or high-speed taxi 

over gravel.  

We ask that all tow pilots and FOOs be sensitive to 

gravel operations. We know this is tough for south 

end operations, try to park on the taxiway between 

the runways if possible if only waiting a few minutes, 

try to avoid prolonged engine idling over gravel.  

FOOs, please be ready to handle the tow rope with 

the new bright red retrieval sticks we now have so the 

tow pilot will not be inclined to taxi around the glider 

onto the gravel just to bring you the business end of 

the tow line. Tow pilots should remain on pavement 

when possible, turn around in front of the glider at a 

safe distance and let the FOOs handle the towline 

retrieval. Those bright red sticks also make great 

"Flags" for signals to the tow pilot.

 



Clean Up Day Success! !  
 
April 1st was No April Fools Day. I’d like to 
thank the many members and non-members who 
showed up ready to work and made our CLEAN 
UP DAY a resounding success. 
 
Early bird show was at 8am, and by 8:15 a good 
start up crew was on hand with more people 
showing each hour. We were able to prep the 
wood work and the metal sides of the trailer for 
painting as another crew was clearing everything 
out of the inside of the trailer.  
 
We have new paint on the trailer, wood and 
metal, and it looks GREAT! The back closet and 
shelves were cleared out. Everything in the 
trailer has been touched, cleaned, sorted and 
either thrown or returned to a neat shelf. 
 
Many thanks to our airport manager, Tom 
Donaldson, for arranging a dumpster for us to 
fill, I think we did a great job filling it up. 
 
I’m sure I’ ll miss someone, but please let these 
members and non-members know you appreciate 
their hard work. Everyone did more than one 
task. We now have a clean and healthier 
environment in which to fly, socialize and have 
fun. 
 
A special thanks to Krys, for remembering that 
workers need food and bringing out a mid 
morning snack for everyone.  
 
After the work was done, with 3 clean gliders on 
the ready line we were done and flying by 12:30. 
The winds were blowing as usual and the ridge 
was working a bit, along with some light thermal 
activity. 

Inside Crew: Robin McDaniel and granddaughter 
Reilly, Marc Wohlwill, Al Gough, Scott Graham, 
Krys Stave 

 

 
Scrapers and Painters: George Caldwell and his 
daughter Ume, Shad Dvorchak, Gary Gray and 
his son Ethan, Harold Blades, Gail Peck, Bill 
Tisdale, Vince Fegler, Krys Stave 
 
Under the trailer crew: Jay McDaniel, Harold 
Blades, Bill Tisdale, Tom Donaldson and son 
Casey. 
 
Tire Changers: Lex Thistlethwaite and Jim 
Wynhoff 
 
Desert Sweeper: Rob Brandt 
 
Glider Wash Crew: Vince Fegler, Wayne Burns, 
Tom and Casey Donaldson 

 

 
 

 



Autotow Weekend A Huge Success 
 
The weekend of 22-23 April was a great time for LVVSA members who came to Roach Dry Lake for 
autotows.  We had 33 tows on Saturday followed by another 22 on Sunday. Six members were signed off 
in autotow procedures and many others experienced the 45 degree climbs for the first time.  While the 
winds threatened to shut us down they remained below 20 knots and we continued the event.  Those who 
camped out enjoyed a fun campfire on Saturday night with various levels of entertainment.  Big thanks are 
due Bill Tisdale for arranging for a camper so that we had privy and cooking facilities. As always when 
she attends one of these kinds of events, Peggy was busy writing down some of the bizarre statements 
made by folks during the weekend.  Check out the Quotes and more pictures on the Events page of the 
LVVSA web site.  If you didn’ t make it this time you missed a great time and should plan to attend the 
next event which is tentatively planned for October. 

 



 

LVVSA Tow / FOO Schedule 

Day Date Tow FOO Notes

Sat 29 Apr Dvorchak Burns  

Sun 30 Apr Martens  

Sat 6 May Dvorchak Wynhoff  

Sun 7 May  

Sat 13 
May 

Felgar McDaniel, 
Robin

 Monthly Business Meeting - 10am

Sun 14 
May 

Graham Lacroix  

Sat 20May Tisdale Stave  

Sun 21 
May 

Colmer Brooksbank  

Sat 27 
May 

Gough Wynhoff  

Sun 28 
May 

Thistlethwaite Gulewich  

 


